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This paper focuses on the devotees of Ku-cai Temple in Dongshan, Fujian,
trying to convey the process of the rebuilding and reorganization of this
long-abandoned temple. During the process of rebuilding, the devotees played an
important role, and what was related with their pious devotion was the special
significance represented by the temple. As the society changes, however, the
relationship between the devotees and the temple also changes. The support from the
community where the temple locates is declining. Devotees now not only come from
Dongshan but also from abroad. The temple is operated by the lay Buddhist instead
of the traditional monk or nun. The conflict among the lay Buddhists brings chaos to
the temple. A crisis of faith was once thus created and finally led to the
reorganization and reintegration of the management. This paper studies the cases of
the conflict between believers and represents the devotees’ efforts to maintain their
authentic Buddhism, and analyzes the causes of building a temple and how do the
devotees’ concepts change when social changes.
This paper is divided into six chapters. The first chapter is complemented by the
reason I chose this topic, the review of former studies, the introduction of research
methods and some definitions. The second chapter is the introduction of the field.
The third chapter is about the rebuilding of Ku-cai Temple as a “collective memory”
and how it operates today. The forth chapter concentrates on the devotees’
characteristics. The fifth chapter is the discussion of some cases of conflict between
devotees. The final chapter is the conclusion. Today sees the bloom of many
religious sites, some of them are rising, and some are declining. I hope this paper can
give the administrators some advice on how to adjust the relationship between social















culture and local culture, and to adapt the policies to the changes of the social
environment.
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